PRINCIPAL AGENTS AND PROCESSES
containing at least 95 per cent, of tar-acids, and 500 cc. of
water.
The theory of the inventors is that 2 ozs. of creosote
per cubic foot is sufficient for purposes of impregnation,
the larger quantities ordinarily employed being required
owing to the difficulty of ensuring even distribution.
By mixing cr^sol with milk of lime they claim to bind
the tar-acids by transforming them into salts soluble
in water but not volatile. Ordinarily it is impracticable
to use tar-acids for impregnation, or to use them in
water solutions owing to their being too volatile. It is
pointed out that it is a generally accepted fact that
tar-acids are efficacious agents for timber preservation.
The plant required for carrying out the above process
may be any of those ordinarily employed for impregnating
timber by the pressure or pneumatic methods.
THE ACZOL PROCESS.
This process, which has been developed by the Cie.
Gle. 1'Aczol of Brussels, consists in the employment of a
preservative compound containing certain metallic ammo-
mates which are claimed to so act as to 'completely fix
in the wood treated those phenols forming the active
constituents of creosote, whilst at the same time themselves
possessing considerable preservative value. The com-
pound is supplied in a highly concentrated form, containing
150 times the percentage of phenols and ten times the
percentage of metallic salts required to sterilize gelatine,
which latter is more susceptible than ligneous matter to
fungoidal attack. According to the makers an injection
of a 3 per cent, solution of concentrated aczol in water
completely and indefinitely protects wood from decay.
The toxic ingredients in the solution are also said to form